The Keeper at the Inn
Story Event Guide
Welcome
Thank you for inviting The Keeper at the Inn into your church, school, family gathering, or community event.
Our hope is simple:
That this story becomes more than a program.
That it becomes a memory.
The good news is that you don't have to create a Christmas event from scratch. We've tried to make this as easy and flexible as possible.
Relax.
You've got this.

What You Received
Inside your Event Package you'll find:
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• START HERE – Read First.pdf
• Story Event Guide.pdf
• Event Overview Video.mp4
• Keeper Event Video.mp4
• Keeper Flexible Service.ppsx
• Program Template.docx
• Sample Program.pdf
• Permissions & Usage Rights.pdf
• Streaming Links.pdf





Suggested Event Flow
There is no "right way" to do this.
Use as much—or as little—of these ideas as serves your community best.
A suggested order:

• Welcome
• Opening Prayer
• Away in a Manger
• Distribute books to the children
• Play the StoryMaster presentation
• Pause at Page 34/35
• Sing Silent Night
• Resume the story
• Joy to the World
• Closing Blessing


Making It Your Own
You are encouraged to adapt the experience to fit your congregation.
You may:
• Customize the program template.
• Include church announcements.
• Use color or black-and-white printing.
• Add live musicians.
• Use additional Christmas songs.
• Adjust the order of service as needed.
The goal is not perfection.
The goal is connection.



Having Fun With It
One of the greatest gifts you can give the children and families in your care is permission to relax.
This doesn't have to be perfect.
The very first time I presented The Keeper at the Inn, several small children wandered down to the front of the church and settled around my feet.
A few moments later, I felt something moving beneath my StoryMaster robe.
One adventurous little boy had crawled underneath it.
Without missing a beat, I looked down and said,
"Ooh... I think someone is checking my oil."
The senior pastor laughed so hard I thought he might hurt himself. The children's minister rescued the little fellow while trying not to laugh herself.
And you know what?
No one thought,
"Well, that ruined the program."
Instead, it became part of the memory.
Children wiggle.
Technology hiccups.
Someone forgets a cue.
That's not failure.
That's family.



Frequently Asked Questions
How long is the presentation?
	Approximately the length of a typical children's Christmas program.
Do I need special equipment?
	No. Any computer capable of playing PowerPoint or MP4 videos should work.
Can we use this more than once?
	Absolutely. Many churches may choose to make this an annual tradition.
Can we adapt it to our setting?
	Please do.

Permissions & Usage
Your church or organization may use these materials for ministry presentations and events.
Please do not redistribute, resell, or publicly post the downloadable files.

Final Encouragement
Christmas has survived crowded sanctuaries, forgotten cues, squeaky microphones, nervous volunteers, and energetic children for a very long time.
Don't miss the joy trying to achieve perfection.
Gather the children.
Tell the story.
Leave room for wonder.
And remember...
Try to never turn a lonely soul away.
Merry Christmas,
Steve McCurdy
The StoryMaster
